
towards this person, the person in focus establishes eye contact with another,
says his or her own name and the name of the other, and begins walking
towards that person. They switch places. The game should be played quickly
and everyone should have a turn. Have students “give each other their eyes” as
they say their names and somebody else’s.

7. Getting to Know Your Students Better

The activities featured below provide opportunities not only for you to gain a
better knowledge and understanding of your students, but for your students to
come to know one another better in fun, engaging ways.

Heigh Ho: Have students sit in a circle. Appoint someone to be It. It stands in
the middle of the circle and says, “Everyone who is wearing sandals, change
places.” Everyone has to move to another chair. It then runs to a chair and sits
down. This will leave someone standing who then becomes It. The new It can
say something else like “Everyone who watched TV last night, change places!”
or “Everyone who wishes it was still summer vacation, change places!” If the
person who is It says, “Heigh Ho” everyone must change places. Play the game
quickly.

What Is My Wish?: Ask students to work in pairs. Have them decide who is A
and who is B. The As tell the Bs three things about themselves, two of which
must be factual. One of the things told must be a wish that A has. The wish
should be shrouded in subtlety so that B has to listen actively and wonder
which details are true and which detail is a wish. Here are some examples.

My name is Astrid. I was named after my mother’s aunt who is a professional
singer and lives in Los Angeles. I live with my cat, Abbie, a black and white cat
that I found in the park where she had been abandoned. Which facts are true?
What is my wish?

My name is Victor. I live in a house that has a wireless connection to the
Internet. When I clap my hands, the lights in my bedroom go on or off. Which
facts are true? What is my wish?

My name is Salvadore: I speak three languages fluently and have lived in five
countries. It take me five minutes to walk to school because I live across the road.
What is my wish?

My name is Saeeda. I love clothes and am lucky to know how to sew so I have new
outfits every week. I have two cats and a brother. What is my wish?

After the students have guessed what are the facts and what are the wishes, let
them spend some time talking to one another about their hopes and dreams.
You can judge how much time is needed by being sensitive to the amount of
discussion going on in the partner groups. You might decide to ask some stu-
dents to introduce their partners to the class, or individuals can talk to the class
about what they discussed with their partners.
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We say, “A person is a person
through other persons.” I need
you in order to be me and you
need me in order to be you.
Desmond Tutu

May I Have Your Autograph?: Hand out copies of the Autograph Worksheet
(page 23) to your students. Ask them to approach their classmates seeking
answers to the questions on their sheets. Not only do they have to speak to a
variety of people until they get yes answers, they need to establish details, such
as where someone travelled outside the country or what great movie someone
saw in the past four days. The autographs confirm that students shared per-
sonal data and may help students feel important. The completed forms can
become the basis for class discussion and teacher review.

8. Taking a Walk of Words

When you begin a new theme or topic, you might want to find out what
students think or know about it as a way in. If, for instance, you are looking at
the themes of discrimination and prejudice, you might want to have them give
you a personal response first. One of the ways that I do this is to place quota-
tions around the classroom and ask students to take a “walk of words” and find
the quote that connects to them in some way. Have them tell you why this
quote is important to them.

Museum Walk of Words: Before they went to Michael Miller’s play about
Nelson Mandela, In the Freedom of Dreams, I worked with a Grade 5 class pre-
paring them for what they were going to see and hear about the black leader. I
taped quotes from the play as well as quotes from other champions of freedom,
including Mandela, Mahatma Gandhi, Eleanor Roosevelt, and Mother Teresa,
in strategic places in the classroom to make a Museum Walk of Words.

After recess, the teacher met with the class outside and told them they were
going to take a Museum Walk of Words around the classroom to find the quote
that meant the most to them. The students were told to enter the classroom
silently, read all of the quotes posted on the walls, propped against the chalk-
board, and pasted on the windows, and to stand beside the quote that resonated
with them in some way. There were ten quotations. I played the theme music
from Schindler’s List and allowed the students some time to choose their quote.
After they walked around the classroom, which took about five minutes, they
ended up in groups or in pairs standing beside the words of their choice.

The groups sat together and talked to one another about their personal rea-
sons for choosing these words. They then had a spokesperson summarize the
discussion for the whole class. They created a still image as a group that repre-
sented their understanding of the quote and then read the quote out loud to the
whole class.

Community Walk of Words: To extend this activity, the teacher asked the
students to research ways that quotes by famous people have been memorial-
ized and celebrated in buildings, paintings, signs, gravestones, memorials, walls,
libraries, temples, synagogues, and churches. They went on a community walk
in their neighborhood and found quotations on the buildings close to their
school. In groups they researched the origin of those quotations and gave a
presentation to another class in the school.

22

May I Have Your Autograph?: Hand out copies of the Autograph Worksheet
(page 23) to your students. Ask them to approach their classmates seeking
answers to the questions on their sheets. Not only do they have to speak to a
variety of people until they get yes answers, they need to establish details, such
as where someone travelled outside the country or what great movie someone
saw in the past four days. The autographs confirm that students shared per-
sonal data and may help students feel important. The completed forms can
become the basis for class discussion and teacher review.

8. Taking a Walk of Words

When you begin a new theme or topic, you might want to find out what
students think or know about it as a way in. If, for instance, you are looking at
the themes of discrimination and prejudice, you might want to have them give
you a personal response first. One of the ways that I do this is to place quota-
tions around the classroom and ask students to take a “walk of words” and find
the quote that connects to them in some way. Have them tell you why this
quote is important to them.

Museum Walk of Words: Before they went to Michael Miller’s play about
Nelson Mandela, In the Freedom of Dreams, I worked with a Grade 5 class pre-
paring them for what they were going to see and hear about the black leader. I
taped quotes from the play as well as quotes from other champions of freedom,
including Mandela, Mahatma Gandhi, Eleanor Roosevelt, and Mother Teresa,
in strategic places in the classroom to make a Museum Walk of Words.

After recess, the teacher met with the class outside and told them they were
going to take a Museum Walk of Words around the classroom to find the quote
that meant the most to them. The students were told to enter the classroom
silently, read all of the quotes posted on the walls, propped against the chalk-
board, and pasted on the windows, and to stand beside the quote that resonated
with them in some way. There were ten quotations. I played the theme music
from Schindler’s List and allowed the students some time to choose their quote.
After they walked around the classroom, which took about five minutes, they
ended up in groups or in pairs standing beside the words of their choice.

The groups sat together and talked to one another about their personal rea-
sons for choosing these words. They then had a spokesperson summarize the
discussion for the whole class. They created a still image as a group that repre-
sented their understanding of the quote and then read the quote out loud to the
whole class.

Community Walk of Words: To extend this activity, the teacher asked the
students to research ways that quotes by famous people have been memorial-
ized and celebrated in buildings, paintings, signs, gravestones, memorials, walls,
libraries, temples, synagogues, and churches. They went on a community walk
in their neighborhood and found quotations on the buildings close to their
school. In groups they researched the origin of those quotations and gave a
presentation to another class in the school.

22



Autograph Worksheet

Find people in the room who have done at least one of the following things or have some of the
qualities or attributes identified. Have them record their full name on the space beside the
event, quality, or attribute. Ask them questions about the information. Record a short note on
the sheet to remind yourself of the conversation. Make sure that you get as many names as
possible on the sheet. Have people record their names only once. Try to meet as many people as
possible! Find someone who

❏ has travelled outside the country this year (Autograph) ____________________________

Where? __________________________________________________________________

❏ had something exciting happen to them today (Autograph)_________________________

What happened? __________________________________________________________

❏ looks after their siblings after school sometimes (Autograph) _______________________

Names of siblings: _________________________________________________________

❏ watched a great movie in the past four days (Autograph) ___________________________

Title: ____________________________________________________________________

❏ speaks more than one language fluently (Autograph) ______________________________

List: ____________________________________________________________________

❏ has a hobby (Autograph) ____________________________________________________

What? ___________________________________________________________________

❏ has a favorite TV program (Autograph) ________________________________________

Title: ____________________________________________________________________

❏ has a great book to recommend (Autograph) ____________________________________

Title: ____________________________ Author: ________________________________

❏ has met someone famous (Autograph) _________________________________________

Who? ___________________________________________________________________

❏ loves to cook (Autograph) ___________________________________________________

Favorite food/recipe: _______________________________________________________
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